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This year’s edition of the Western Undergraduate Economics Review includes a 
selection of award-winning papers that showcase the talents of Western’s Undergraduate 
Economics students. The topics covered in this year’s issue are very interesting due to 
their relevance to the current overarching social and macroeconomic landscape. 
 
This Review begins with an outstanding contribution made by Evelyn Baraké, winner of 
the Mark K. Inman Senior Essay Prize. Baraké evaluates the influence of several social 
factors on political protests and their ability to transcend national borders, which has 
strong relevance to current events occurring abroad. This paper is followed by an award-
winning essay written by Tom Sykora, who contributed an engaging argument for the 
viability of the new disruptive Bitcoin technology and its implications on the future of 
payments and international trade. The third paper in this edition is a 4400E Thesis Paper 
submitted by Vybhavi Balasundharam and Courtney White that explores the incentives 
behind charitable actions, and how activities such as volunteering and donating money 
are influenced by overarching economic conditions. Lastly, James Balsillie contributed a 
detailed research paper on Chinese Venture Capitalism and its remarkable ability to 
enhance productivity and innovation in an otherwise decelerating Chinese economy. 
 
We hope that you enjoy reading the 2014 edition of the Western Undergraduate 
Economics Review. The Review is truly a testament to the capabilities and dedication of 
the students of the Undergraduate Economics Department. 
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